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§:Wh|te House earns
‘plaudits for airlift
E

: .-Ir I I he thte House won’t take credit for it, or even

admit that it happened. But applause is none-
theless in order for the secret U.S. operation last
| ‘week that evacuated the last of the Ethiopian Jews -
- from Sudan to Israel. .
"% For once the Central Intel ce Agency was able
- to direct a clandestine mission that had a humanitari-
<an purpose. Some 800 to 900 Ethiopian Jews stranded
:m Sudan were flown to Israel in U.S. Air Force trans-
‘port planes. -

- The refugees from Ethlopla s famine had been left ..

l behmd in January when publicity and the resulting
-outcry from other Arab nations forced Sudan to halt
-its cooperation with an Israeli airlift that had already
:ferned some 7,800 Ethiopian Jews to Israel.

+ Sudan’s President Gaafar Nimeiri, scheduled to .
“meet with President Reagan on Monday, may have -
*been angling for economic favors from the U.S. by
allowmg completion of the airlift. Since nearly .

400,000 Ethiopian refugees in all have crossed mto
:Sudan Nimeiri obviously needs all the economic as-
-s1stance he can get. Whatever his motives, we ‘
| spresume Nimeiri will be warmly if pr1vately thanked
. by the pres1dent next week for his wﬂhngness toy o

; ‘look the other way. '

E -Looking the other way is what the U.S. could have

' ‘done when the initial Israeli airlift was halted. In-

| ‘stead, the Reagan administration, using Vice Presi-
dent George Bush as the key contact with Nimeiri
fdurmg a visit to Sudan earlier this month, picked up
I«Where Israel left off. It was the klnd of Amencan
| mterventmn we 11ke to see.; Lm0
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